
National Youth for Christ of the Way of the Cross Church of Christ, International 

Pursue: for thou shalt surely overtake them, and without fail recover all.   I Samuel 30:8Pursue: for thou shalt surely overtake them, and without fail recover all.   I Samuel 30:8   

 

National Officers 

Elder Travell Travis, Esq. 

President 

Dist. Elder Bennett B. Gamble, Sr.  

First Vice President 

Dist. Elder Eric L. Cannady  

Second Vice President  

Elder Eric V. Jackson 

Third Vice President 

Sis. Keevie W. Hairston 

Executive Secretary 

Deacon Tony Williams  

Treasurer  

Bishop A. D. Brooks 

Advisor Board Chairman 

Bishop Leroy H. Cannady, Sr.  

Presiding Bishop 

Mother Isabell B. Ford 

NYFC Founder 

Bishop Henry C. Brooks 

Founder 

 

Contact Information  

Mailing Address:   

Office of the President  

P.O. Box 453 

Hampton, Virginia 23669 

Telephone: (757) 726-2442 

Fax:  (757) 726-0194 

Internet: www.wotccyfc.org 

Social Networks: Facebook, 

MySpace, Twitter, and YouTube 

October 22, 2011 

 

Dear National Youth for Christ,  

“Be glad in the Lord, and rejoice, ye righteous; and shout for joy, all ye that are up-
right in heart” (Psalms 32:11). 

It is a great honor to welcome you to the NYFC 2011 Fall Jubilee in Orangeburg, SC.  I 
want to thank each of you for making the sacrifice to attend this great fellowship.  I 
would also like to thank Pastor Johnathan Mintz and Stand for Christ Way of the Cross 
Church.  We have a great weekend planned with powerful preaching and anointed sing-
ing that, we pray, will edify and enrich your souls. 

Our theme for this Jubilee is “CommIssIonED to FIGHt” taken from 1st Samuel 

30:8.  The scripture states, “And David inquired at the Lord, saying, Shall 

I pursue after this troop?  Shall I overtake them?  And he an-

swered him, Pursue: for thou shalt surely overtake them, and 

wItHout FaIl rECovEr all.”  

In this passage, we find that the Amalekites, while in Ziklag, attacked David and his ar-
my.  The Amalekites went into Ziklag, burned their property and took captive their 
wives and children.  The men were so distressed and grieved that they cried and even 
thought about stoning their leader, David.  David in his despair turns to God for strength 
and direction.  God commissioned David to pursue, overtake, and recover all. 

As Holy Ghost filled saints of God, we have been enlisted in the Lord’s army and given 
the authority, power, and mandate to fight on behalf of the Kingdom of God.  We must 
fight for our families to be reconciled, fight for souls to be saved, and fight for our com-
munities to be transformed.  We can no longer allow the enemy to rampage and pillage 
us any longer, while we lie down despondent, impotent, and apathetic. 

I pray that through this Fall Jubilee you will receive your commission to fight and be 
empowered to pursue, overtake, and recover all. 

Yours in Christ,  

Torrino Travell Travis  

Elder Travell Travis, Esquire 

NYFC President 
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A r m e d  a n d  D a n g e r o u s  

For He Himself is our peace, who has made both one, and has broken 
down the middle wall of separation. 
Ephesians 2:14 
 

Peter Cartwright, frontier evangelist, once preached in the backwoods. 
Two young men--armed and dangerous enemies--attended without the 
one knowing the other was there. When Cartwright gave the invitation, 
one of the men responded and knelt at one end of the altar. The other 
knelt at the opposite side. Cartwright went to the first, prayed with 
him, and asked for his pistol. Then he prayed with the other and took 
his sidearm as well. 

Rising from the altar, the young men suddenly saw each other and in-
stantly started toward one another. For a second the audience held its 
breath. But the men embraced, and from that day they were brothers 
in Christ. 

Most of our problems with others would be resolved if we'd get our 
own hearts right with the Lord. Revival ushers in love. We're proud and 
stubborn by nature, but at the foot of the cross we find the love of Je-
sus and the capacity to love our neighbor as ourselves, and thus to ful-
fill all the law of God. 

We should practice thinking of ourselves as members of the blessed family of 
God and should strive in prayer to love and appreciate everyone who is born of 
the Father. 

A. W. Tozer 

This was Turning Point with Dr. David Jeremiah.  For more inspiration and in-

formation, you can write Dr. Jeremiah at Post Office Box 3838, San Diego, CA 

92163 or email him at info@davidjeremiah.org, or visit online at 

www.davidjeremiah.org.  Copyright 2011 
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UPCOMING EVENTS: 

NYFC Winter Jubilee & Workers Conference 
 Washington, DC 
February 2012 

Missionary Retreat & Fellowship Day 
Collinsville, VA 
March 2012 

68th Annual General & NYFC Conventions 
 Washington, DC 
July 2012 
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FALL JUBILEE PROGRAM 

 
9:30 a.m. Intercessory Prayer and Morning Manna 
  Presiding: Elder Travell Travis, Esquire, NYFC President 
    Pastor, City of Refuge WOTCC, Richmond, VA 
  Speaker: Minister Latif Timmons 
    St. Peter WOTCC, Andrews, SC 
 
10:15 a.m. Youth Showcase 
  Presiding: District Elder Bennett B. Gamble, Sr., NYFC 1st Vice President 
    Pastor, New Beginning WOTCC, Washington, DC 
 
11:30 a.m. Mid-Day Youth Revival 
  Presiding: District Elder Eric L. Cannady, NYFC 2nd Vice President 
    Pastor, Atlanta Metro WOTCC, Stone Mountain, GA  

Music:   NYFC Mass Choir 
 Speaker:  Elder Jonathan Mintz 
   Pastor, Stand for Christ WOTCC, Orangeburg, SC 
 

1:00 p.m. Dinner and Concurrent Sessions 
 

2:30 p.m. National Junior YFC Service  
 Presiding: Elder Eric Jackson, NYFC 3rd Vice President 
   Living Waters WOTCC, Newport News, VA 
 

3:00 p.m. Benedictory Service 
 Presiding: Elder Travell Travis, Esquire, NYFC President 
   Pastor, City of Refuge WOTCC, Richmond, VA 

Music:  NYFC Intermediate and Young Adult Combined Choirs 
 Guest Artist: Melvin Crispell and Testimony, Charlotte, NC 
 Guest Speaker: Elder Ra’Shan L. Wilson  

Life Center Ministries, Charlotte, NC 
    www.rashanwilson.com  

CONCURRENT SESSIONS 
National Missionary's Meeting 

Mother Cecelia Williams, Presiding 
Balcony - Stage Left 

 
National Deacon's Meeting 

Deacon John Kerney, Presiding 
Balcony - Stage Right 

 
National Intermediate/Youth Adult Combined Workshop 

District Elders Gamble and Cannady, Presiding 
Administrative Building Chapel  

 
National Junior Youth Workshop 

Balcony Classroom 
Elder Eric Jackson, Presiding 

 
Dinner 

Fellowship Hall 
 

*Time is approximate. 
Meetings and workshops will begin at the conclusion of the mid-day revival service. 

We ask that everyone please remain in service until dismissed for the break. 

http://www.rashanwilson.com
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FALL JUBILEE SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES 

 

Mid-day Revival Speaker, Elder Johnathan Mintz 

 
Pastor Johnathan Mintz is a native of Orangeburg, SC.  He is the first born of two sons.  His parents, 
Willie and Priscilla, and his brother, Justin now live in St. Matthews, SC. Pastor Mintz was educated in 
the public schools of Orangeburg Consolidated School District 5 and the University of South Carolina 
(Columbia Campus) College of Biology.  Pastor Mintz was called into the ministry at an early age.  
However, like Jonah, he ran from the call of God, choosing rather to do of his own will and pleasure.  
Nevertheless, by the grace of God he was kept until he surrendered and answered the call. 
 
Growing up in the Church of God, Johnathan's life was always nurtured by the Word of God.  From 
local worship services to district, state, and national services, even summer camps in Mauldin, SC, it 
was hard to escape the "Chastening of the Lord!”  Having a testimony like David:  ‘Where can I go to 
escape God's presence?,’ Johnathan recognized that in the will of God was where he needed to be.  One Sunday morning while 
listening to a message from his pastor, the late Bishop L.W. Mintz, "Lost in the House of Mirrors,” Johnathan decided to really 
make Jesus his choice. 
 
Shortly after this, Johnathan met Wanda Guess and after a year and eight months, they married.  November 20, 2004, on the 
same day Jayden was born, Johnathan preached his first official sermon as Min. Mintz, "It's Your Time!.” Six years later, after 
much prayer, fasting, and study, Min. Mintz was ordained an Elder in the Lord’s Church at the 66th Holy Convocation of the Way 
of the Cross Church, International.  God is still proving Himself as the God that "Provides where He Guides.”  There are many 
more promises to be fulfilled.  So until then, Elder Mintz has vowed to remain humble and watchful to see to it that he "Walks 
worthy of the vocation wherewith he has been called!” 
 

BEnEDICtorY spEaKEr, ElDEr ra’sHan wIlson 

 

Elder Ra’Shan Lamar Wilson is a grace–filled example of one man’s quest for truth.  Born in Charleston, SC, 
and reared in Pentecostalism, at an early age sought for a more personal and interior life with Christ. 
 
He received salvation at the tender age of twelve.  Dedicated and committed to the work of the Kingdom, he 
served his former ministry in the capacity of minister of music for several years.  As a young man anointed 
with the unique expression of God’s power and presence, Ra’Shan accepted the call to the ministry of the 

preached word at age sixteen.  He initially began traveling extensively throughout the southeastern region of the United States 
and since then has expansively ministered across the country. 
 
The ministry of Eld. Wilson is that of a seasoned prophet and seer.  The impression and signs that follow his meetings are lasting.  
In 2011, he received his Holy Orders and was ordained Elder in the Lord’s Church by Life Center Fellowship of Interdependent 
Churches and Ministries, Inc., under the auspice of Bishop Brian D. Moore, Presiding Prelate.  He is a young man full of the spirit 
of wisdom, faith, strength, and power.  His life exemplifies the Methodism of holiness through integrity.  Thousands of souls have 
been led to Christ during the course of his ministry. 
 
In August 2009, Eld. Wilson published his first book, When Life Happens…Obtaining The Power To Move On.  The highly anticipat-
ed release of his next book in Fall 2011 is 99 & ½ Things A Woman Needs From A Man.  His effective and 
relevant ministry has allowed him to minister beyond the church walls.  He has been the in-studio guest for 
radio and television talk shows that have invited him to discuss today’s most important topics and issues.  His 
goal in ministry is to expand the Kingdom of God by globalizing the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 
Eld. Wilson is married to the former Dashonna Marie Bruton, and together they fulfill the assignment God has 
on their lives.  

Daylight Saving Time ends on Sunday, November 

6, 2011, at 2 am.  Turn your clocks back one hour.  

Enjoy that extra hour of sleep! 

October is National Pastor Appreciation Month!  

God has blessed the WOTCC with anointed Men of 

God who seek the Lord to direct us each and every 

day.    Let’s show them honor this month! 

http://www.sfcministries.org/Dedication.html


5 

Bringing the Brooklyn sound of music to the church, Melvin Crispell is one of the most sought after 
writers/producers in the gospel music industry.  Melvin’s mixture of what some would call “Brooklyn 
Style” and “COGIC,” makes this unique style of music undeniably his own. 
 
Born and raised in the Red Hook section of Brooklyn, NY, Melvin was born into a family of musicians, 
singers, and dancers.  Coupled with being raised in the church, Melvin soon found out that his desti-
ny had already been written and trying to escape the music that was within would be like trying to 
live without breathing.  “Both sides of my family either sang, danced, or played instruments,” states Melvin.  “So being around 
music almost on a daily basis - at home and at church – pretty much sealed what God had placed in me to do. My extreme love 
and passion for music and my love for God has truly shaped my destiny.” 
 
Influenced by such artists as Butch Heyward, Bishop J.C. Wright, Bishop Walter Hawkins, and Stevie Wonder, Melvin realized that 
all of these individuals possessed an originality that he admired.  So, he decided to dedicate his music to diversity and rely on the 
leading of God to give each artist his/her own distinct sound, but at the same time maintaining his signature of originality.  “I 
have a creative sound that works for many different artists,” states Melvin.  “There’s a simplicity to my work, but it’s very effec-
tive, effective because I allow God to have His way in each session.” 
 
Melvin has written and produced for individuals such as Grammy Award winner Bishop Hezekiah Walker & Love Fellowship Tab-
ernacle Choir to Stellar Award nominee, James Hall and Worship & Praise.  He’s shared the stage and collaborated with gospel 
greats such as Tye Tribbet, BB & Marvin Winans, Reverend Timothy Wright, Dottie Peoples, Tramaine Hawkins, Israel & New 
Breed, Kirk Franklin, Maurette Brown Clark, Dorothy Norwood, Mary-Mary, Kim Burrell, Ricky Dillard, Marvin Sapp, Darwin 
Hobbs, Kurt Carr, Walter Hawkins, Yolanda Adams, Fred Hammond, Albertina Walker, Dr. Bobby Jones, and countless others. He 
has also written and produced for Canadian artist such as Juno Award nominee Sharon Riley & Faith Chorale and Cheryl James & 
Voices of Worship.  Melvin’s theatrical accolades include the 1985 and 2002 run of the world famous “Gospel At Colonus” by 
playwright/director Lee Breuer, and composer Bob Telson, (featuring Morgan Freeman and James Earl Jones Sr.), the 2000 Ala-
bama Shakespeare Festival run of A Night in Tunisia by Actor/Playwright Regina Taylor (featuring director Kent Gash, singer Tina 
Fabrique), the Off-Broadway performance of “Promises of Gold” by playwright/director Carol Hall and “Lord Just One More 
Chance” by playwright/director Nellie King. Traveling abroad, Melvin has had the honor of teaching and recording Japanese stu-
dents at the Soul Bird Music School in both Osaka and Tokyo, Japan.  He has also ministered at various venues in places such as 
Greece, Switzerland, Italy, Austria, Germany, London, and the Bahamas proclaiming the Gospel through his music. 
 
Melvin has completed his biggest project to date, "Just as I Am,” the solo debut project by his wife, Tunesha Crispell.  “I’m very 
proud of this project,” says Melvin.  “My wife and I are a team and operate with one accord.  I was able to exercise creative con-
trol over the production and lyrical content of this project and she came in and flowed perfectly over each track.” 
 
Melvin’s most recent accreditations include the 2008 recipient of the CIGMA Award for “Gospel Producer of the Year” and his 
2008 presentation of an honorary “Doctorate of Sacred Music” from the Anointed by God Ministries Alliance and Seminary. 
 
In December 2006, Melvin Crispell relocated to Charlotte, NC, as the Minister of Music for the Life Center Ministries Inc., under 
the Leadership of Bishop Brian D. Moore.  He has since implemented another musical task that is grasping nationwide attention.  
This development entails the resurfacing of archived and hit songs previously performed by other renowned artist, but written 
by him behind the scenes.  He released this assignment as a part of his testimony regarding his labor in the gospel music indus- 
  try.  He inspirationally entitled this group “Testimony” based on the scriptural reference derived from Revela- 
  tion 12:11 “And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and they  
  loved not their lives unto the death.”  After a July 2008 recording, Testimony is set to release their CD titled  
  “He’s Able” in spring of 2009.  Melvin is also the President and CEO of Potbelly Music, an independent Produc- 
  tion Company in which his wife, Tunesha Crispell, is the first artist to be released.  
 
  “Potbelly is a company that caters to the fair treatment of artist,” exclaims Melvin.  “When artists are signed to  
  most major labels, they lose creative control of their projects in order to please the masses.  At Potbelly Music,  
  our artists are seeking to please God through music that is made to reach the masses.  Therefore, the creativity  
  that goes forth is from the power of the Holy Spirit and that will not be quenched.” 
 
  Overall, Melvin’s ultimate desire is to please the Lord, be a great asset to the body of Christ, and to leave a leg 
  acy for his son, Melvin Crispell III.  Through the gift of music that has been implanted into the very being of  
  Melvin Crispell, it is undeniable that he is well on his way to fulfilling his God ordained assignment. 

BENEDICTORY GUEST ARTIST, MELVIN CRISPELL & TESTIMONY 
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KEVIN & TENEKA DODSON MEMO-
RIAL SCOLARSHIP 

Magna Vista High School graduate 
Dexter O’Brien Dodson was awarded 
the first Kevin and Teneka Dodson 
Memorial Scholarship, which was 
established to help a young man or 
woman attending college who has 
lost a parent and a sibling. 

Dexter, who has entered his first 
year of college at Randolph Macon 
College this fall, is the son of Ervette 
Hylton (Jeff) of 26 Pasadena Knoll, 
Martinsville, VA, and the late Kevin 
D. Dodson.  He is the grandson of 
James and Novella Dodson of Mar-
tinsville, VA, and Ervin and Indiana 
Hairston of Martinsville, VA. 

Janice D. Dillard, the wife of Bishop 
Earley Dillard, established the schol-
arship in honor of her brother and 
niece and presented it during the 
Way of the Cross Church of Christ, 
International Convocation Academic 
Awards Program in Hampton, VA.  
She felt it only befitting for the first 
scholarship to go to Kevin’s son and 
Teneka’s brother, her Godchild and 
nephew, Dexter O’Brien Dodson for 
$1,000. 

Kevin Dwayne Dodson was killed in a 
tragic car accident on February 13, 
1996, at the age of 33.  He was a 
member of Shiloh WOTCC where he 
served as a Deacon and very active in 
the Youth for Christ as well as the 
National YFC.  He encouraged the 
youth and was a mentor in many 
ways. 

His daughter, Teneka, was diagnosed 
with Acute Lymphocytic Leukemia at 
the age of six.  She also was very ac-
tive in the WOTCC Junior Youth for 
Christ and Shiloh WOTCC Junior YFC.  
She departed this life on January 31, 
1994, at the age of nine. 

Dexter graduated with a 3.70 GPA. 
He is an active member of Shiloh 
WOTCC of the Apostolic Doctrine, 
demonstrating admirable leadership 
skills. 

Dexter received a total of $5,000 in 

scholarships through the Academic 

Awards Program of the WOTCC.  

BRO. JESSIE CABINESS WALKING, 
GARDENING AFTER PARALYSIS 

Five years after doctors said he 
would be paralyzed for life, Bro. Jes-
sie Cabiness is getting around fine. 

Recently, he has been enjoying some 
of the fruits of his gardening – includ-
ing  a 92-pound watermelon which 
was featured in the Martinsville Bul-
letin along with the following testi-
monial from Bro. and Ss. Cabiness, 
faithful members of Shiloh WOTCC. 

In 2006, Cabiness fell and hit a base-
board heater.  “It was just a little 
sharp pain,” he said.  He continued 
about his day.  When he woke up the 
next morning, he could not move 
anything from the chest down, he 
said. The feeling was similar to the 
way a leg or foot falls asleep, so he 
kept thinking it would get better. At 
the end of the day, when his wife, 
Amanda, was home from work, the 
couple went to the hospital.  Doctors 
explained that a disc in his back had 
slipped and put pressure against his 
spinal cord.  “Three doctors told him 
he’ll never walk again,” Amanda said.  
One Sunday morning, “my wife drug 
me out of bed, got me dressed and 
everything,” Cabiness said.  She took 
him to their church, Shiloh WOTCC.  
Bishop Earley Dillard prayed for him.  
That Friday, Cabiness stood and took 
two steps. A few days later, he was 
walking short distances.  Now he 

takes short walks every day to keep 
up his ability.  “I don’t get there as 
quick as I used to, but I still get 
there,” Cabiness chuckled. 

Now Jessie Cabiness enjoys light gar-

dening at his home in Leatherwood.  

Individual vegetable plants are grow-

ing here and there. The secret to his 

super melon was to “put a little ferti-

lizer, 10-10-10” at planting, “and the 

rest of it was prayer, prayer, and 

water.”  He watered it once a week. 

“Anything he can grow, he grows it,” 

Amanda said.  

The couple’s children are Jesse and 
Peadro Cabiness and Tara Lucas. 

40 YEARS 

Bishop and 
Mrs. Earley 
Dillard of 
Martinsville, 
VA, and Mr. 
and Mrs. 
Ellis B. Can-

nady of Stone Mountain, GA, recent-
ly celebrated their 40th wedding an-
niversaries on September 2-9, 2011, 
with their children and grandchildren 
on a Mediterranean Cruise aboard 
the Royal Caribbean Mariner, visiting 
the French Rivera, Pisa, Genoa, Corsi-
ca, and Spain with an overnight stay 
in Rome.  Extensive tours were taken 
at each port. 

The Dillards have one daughter and 
son-in-law, Tonia and Elder Eric Can-
nady of Stone Mountain., GA.  He is 
the son of Mr. and Mrs. Ellis Cannady 
and Pastor of the Atlanta Metro 
WOTCC, Stone Mountain, GA.  The 
couples have two grandchildren, 
Lincia and Christian Cannady. 

The Cannadys were married on July 
17, 1971, in Baltimore, MD.  The 
Dillards were married August 21, 
1971, in Martinsville by the late Bish-
op H.C. Eggleston. 

Mrs. Cannady is the former Aquilla 
Holly.  Mrs. Dillard is the former 
Janice Dodson. 

Shiloh WOTCC Youth News 
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During the month of July, City of Ref-
uge WOTCC held its 2nd anniversary 
celebration with a host of great 
speakers and choirs.  

Sunday, July 3rd – We had guest 
speaker Bishop Fred Williams from 
the Bethany Refuge Community 
Church in Birmingham, AL.  We were 
also blessed to have in service with 
us Pastor James Taylor from Rhema 
Word WOTCC in Pinetops, NC.   

On Saturday, July 9th – Our 
Men’s Ministry sponsored a 
church fishing trip.  This 
was our pastor’s first time 
fishing and was indeed a 
memorable event for our 
church.   

Sunday, July 10th – 
Our guest was 
Bishop Johnny 
Alston and the 
saints from Great-
er Ransom 
WOTCC, Hender-
son, NC.  We were 
tremendously 

blessed by the great number of 
saints who made the trip to be with 
us in service.    

Sunday, July 17th – City 
of Refuge hosted Bishop 
Rufus Hayes and the 
Charlottesville Church of 
Christ (Bible Way World 
Wide).  Pastor Travis 
served under Bishop 
Hayes while in college at 
the University of Virgin-
ia.   

Sunday, July 
24th – We 
were blessed 
by the minis-
try of Elder 
Eric Nesmith 
from Grace 
Tabernacle 
WOTCC in 

Atlanta, GA.  We were also blessed 
to have in this service several guests 
including Bishop Keith Nesmith and 

Bishop John Williams, Jr., and many 
other friends and family members 
who were heading to the convoca-
tion in Hampton.   

Sunday, July 31st – we 
closed out our second 
anniversary celebration 
with Elder Victor Hairston 
and the saints from Re-
deemed Temple Apostolic Church in 
Fredericksburg, VA.  Pastor Travis 

and Pastor Hairston are 
both natives of Martins-
ville, but have both re-
cently established 
churches in other cities. 

City of Refuge would like 
to congratulate its pas-

tor, Elder Travell Travis, on being 
elected to a 3rd term as NYFC Presi-
dent.  

City of Refuge extends its prayers 
and well wishes to Bro. Jason Dodson 
and Sis. Yen Hwang. The couple were 
married by Pastor Travis and Bishop 
Earley Dillard in Harrisonburg on 
Saturday, July 30th. Bro. Jason is the 
son of Deacon Earl Dodson and Mis-
sionary Cynthia Dodson of Martins-
ville.   

On Sunday, August 21st we wel-
comed to the body of Christ, Bro. 
Christopher Bailey, who was bap-
tized in Jesus name.   

On September 4th the church 
changed location and service times.  
City of Refuge now has service at 
George Wythe High School, 4314 
Crutchfield Street, Richmond, VA, at 
11 am.  The church kicked off its 
move to its new location with its 
annual Back-to-School Rally.  The 
church was able to bless dozens of 
students with prayer, an inspirational 
message, and school supplies.  

City of Refuge closed out the month 
of September with a Rhema Revival 
on Sunday, September 25th with our 
national evangelist, District Elder 
Melvin Easley, Jr., from Refuge 
WOTCC in Baltimore.  Elder Easley 
indeed delivered a life changing 

City of Refuge WOTCC Youth News 

 

word to our congregation.   

For the month of October we have 
several special services scheduled:  
 
Women's Weekend 
Saturday, October 15th –  16th 

 
College Day Fellowship 
Sunday, October 23rd 
 
Pack-A-Pew Service  
Sunday, October 30th 
 
Continue to keep us in prayer as we 
strive to build a City of Refuge for 
God’s people in the city of Richmond, 
VA. 

 
 

Mrs. 

Yen 

Hwang 

Dodson 
  

Bro. 

Chris 

Bailey 
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Greetings from Jerusalem WOTCC! 
God is Great and greatly to be 
Praised!  We are excited to share 
what He has been doing in Rocky 
Mount since our Convocation! 

Jerusalem hosted its 
annual “Back to 
School Revival” on 
August 10-12.  Our 
guest evangelist for 

these three power packed nights was 
District Elder Carl Miller, pastor of 
the Gates of Praise WOTCC in Hamp-
ton, VA.  God really met us at Jerusa-
lem each night during this awesome 
event.  Souls were delivered, set 
free, baptized, and filled with the 
Holy Ghost during this revival!  What 
a time, what a time, what a time! 

School for the 
youth at Jerusa-
lem WOTCC be-
gan on August 17.  
Along with those 

who returned to el-
ementary, mid-
dle, and high 
school this year, Je-
rusalem also had two students who 
returned to college – Sis. Miranda 
Jamison, junior at Virginia Union Uni-
versity and Sis. Desirae Jamison, 
sophomore at James Madison Uni-
versity – and one who entered col-
lege for the first time – Bro. Roger 
Hairston Jr., freshman at Radford 
University.  We remain in consistent 

prayer for our students that God will 
cover them, direct them, and em-
power them throughout this school 
year. 

On Monday, August 29, Pastor Ad-
ams and the youth department from 
Jerusalem journeyed to the campus 
of Ferrum College to participate in 
their annual Praise on the Patio 
event.  On this night, Jerusalem was 
able to give away over 70 gift bags to 

college students.  Infor-
mation about Jesus was 
also shared with these stu-
dents and each of them 
received a warm invitation 
to worship with us at Jeru-

salem during our scheduled services.  
As a result of this event, Jerusalem 
now has numerous college students 
attending Sunday worship services 
on a regular basis.  These students 
are actively involved in the services 
and seem to have a genuine hunger 
for God! 

Every first Sunday is designated as 
College Day!  On this day, not only 
are our visiting and at-home college 
students fed spiritually, but we also 
feed them naturally, be it a home 
cooked covered dish dinner or out at 
a restaurant at no cost to them.  On 
the 1st Sunday in September, stu-
dents were given a love offering from 
the church to purchase their lunch 
and on the 1st Sunday in October, a 
delicious spaghetti dinner was pre-
pared for them.  We thank God for 
our college students! 

On Saturday, September 24, Pastor 
Adams and the youth and non-youth 
of Jerusalem attended a home foot-
ball game on the cam-
pus of Ferrum College.  
Thereafter, a celebra-
tion luncheon was 
held at Pizza Hut!  This 
was an enjoyable and 
exciting event for all 
those who attended. 

Jerusalem WOTCC will host their 
annual “Hallelujah Harvest Fest” on 
Saturday, October 29.  The theme for 
this event will be “I’m Reaping the 
Harvest God Promised Me.”  Music 
will be rendered by the Jerusalem 
Jubilee Choir, a dynamic Word will be 
brought forth by WOTCC National 
Evangelist, District Elder Melvin Ea-
sley, Assistant Pastor of the Refuge 
WOTCC, in Baltimore, MD. We are 
expecting a high time in the Lord 
during this event! 

God has been and still is doing great 
things with the youth of Jerusalem 
WOTCC. Continue to keep us in your 
prayers.  God Bless! 

Jerusalem WOTCC Youth News 

On August 5, 2011, New Beginning held its first Annual Scholarship Gala awarding $1500 to our four high 
school graduates.  Tyrone Barber (Greensboro University), Bennett Gamble, Jr. (Bowie State University), 
Delantia Hellams (Penn State University), and LaRob Payton (DePaul University) were excited to receive their 
scholarships and thank Mother Bernetha Gamble, the Scholarship Committee, and the entire New Beginning 
family for sowing into their lives and their continued dedication to our motto "Salvation + Education.” 

We are excited to share that on September 8, 2011, at approximately 8 pm, eight (8) souls were baptized in 
the name of Jesus and all received the gift of the Holy Ghost.  God is truly moving within our ministry. 

In the month of October, we celebrated our own, Pastor Bennett B. Gamble, Sr.'s, 10th Pastoral Anniversary 
through planned services and celebrations.  We thank God for Pastor Gamble and wish him many, many 
more. 

New Beginning WOTCC Youth News 
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As we continue to move forward at 

Triumph, we would like to take this 

opportunity to share with you what 

we have been up to since the last 

youth fellowship. 

On August 3, we cele-

brated with cake and ice 

cream the election of Sis. 

Keevie Hairston as Execu-

tive Secretary to the 

National Youth for 

Christ and Bro. Ethan 

Hairston as Treasurer 

to the National Junior 

Youth for Christ.  We pray God’s 

blessing upon them as they continue 

to work for the youth. 

On August 13, the Kingdom Kids and 

membership traveled to Kings Do-

minion for a day of amusement.  We 

enjoyed the camaraderie as we trav-

eled to Doswell, VA.  Despite the 

sudden downpour in the middle of 

the day, everyone enjoyed the rides, 

food, and fun, especially the chil-

dren. 

Back-to-School Sunday was held on 

August 21.  We prepared 20 gift bags 

of school supplies and snacks to dis-

tribute to the students at Triumph 

and the 14 remaining bags were de-

livered to the children of the moth-

ers at the battered women's 

shelter, Turning Point. 

On August 28, Triumph welcomed 

fellowship with Jerusalem WOTCC, 

Rocky Mount.  It was a service 

packed to the max, not only with the 

saints, but singing, praising, and 

most importantly, the Word 

of God brought by Eld. 

Cleive Adams.  We truly 

enjoyed this service! 

Triumph was blessed to celebrate its 

2nd church anniversary Sep-

tember 9-10.  District Elder 

Carl Miller, Hampton, VA, 

started us off on Friday, Sep-

tember 9, preaching a for-

ward-thinking message, “The 

Door is About to Open,” from John 

10:1-3, Isaiah 26:19-21, and Revela-

tion 4:1-2.  He admonished the saints 

to close some doors so that God can 

open others.  On Saturday, District 

Elder Troy Carter traveled all the way 

from Maryland, to tear down the 

house with his message in-

spiring us entitled, 

“Broken,” coming from 

Psalm 34:15-19, Jeremiah 

18:1-6, and Hosea 6:1-2.  

His messaged admonished 

the saints that God needs to break 

some things up in your lives to build 

you up.  The Lord moved and blessed 

all who were in attendance.  On Sat-

urday evening, the saints from Tri-

umph and a few friends and family 

continued our celebration with a 

banquet at the Holiday Inn – Tangle-

wood.  The fellowship continued and 

the food was delicious.  Finally, on 

Sunday, September 11, our very own 

pastor, Elder Christopher Hairston, 

concluded our anniversary celebra-

tion taking his text from I Samuel 

30:1-8, preaching “From Tragedy to 

Triumph,” admonishing the saints to 

spiritually pursue, over-

take, and recover all.  You 

may suffer tragedy from 

the Amalekites in your 

life, but victory is in your 

future if you seek God for guidance.  

We praise God for these powerful, 

life changing messages coming from 

these anointed men of God and for 

the saints who traveled from both far 

and near to worship with us. 

For our fifth Sunday Community Sun-

day/Open Forum Bible Study, we 

ventured from the norm and opened 

up the sanctuary as a modern day 

cinema with popcorn, 

drinks, and candy and we 

enjoyed the movie Grace-

card.  We  encourage eve-

ryone to see this Christian-

based film. 

October is National Pastor Apprecia-
tion Month.  Triumph honored our 
pastor and showed appreciation to-
ward him for continuing to guide us 
into a deeper relationship with the 
Lord and always teaching us about 
loving our fellow man in and outside 
of the body of Christ.  The bible 
states in Hebrews 13:7, remember 
them…who have spoken unto you 
the word of God.  Each Sunday a 
family at Triumph honored our pas-
tor by presenting him with a gift in 
their own way.  The highlight of Pas-
tor Appreciation Month was on Sun-
day, October 9, when the member-
ship and the visitors all ventured to 
Catawba, VA, to eat a family-style 
meal at The Homeplace.  It was such 
a beautiful day and the mountain 
views from the drive and the restau-
rant were amazing.  The meal was 
delicious and we enjoyed the fellow-
ship with the people 
of God. 
 
Continue to keep 
Triumph and the 
Roanoke Valley in 
your prayers as we 
continue with our 
mission of moving 
forward and 
triumphing in the 
name of Jesus! 

Triumph WOTCC Youth News 
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A visionary leader, businessman, philanthropist, volunteer and friend to many, Rick’s impact on this earth was nothing less than 
profound.  The whole world was his community, and his neighborhood was bound only by physical limitations of being human.  
On Friday, September 9, 2011, Rick overcame earthly confines as God reclaimed one of the best men He ever created. 
 
Born in December 1958, Rick was the seventh child of the late Richard W. and Rebecca J. Adams of Cascade, VA.  He was an ac-
tive and very loyal member of Solid Rock WOTCC in Eden, NC, and was pastored by his brother-in-law, Elder T. L. Hairston.  Fur-
ther, at the time of his death, Rick was Director of Business Development for IBM Americas where he managed over 700 people 
in Latin American countries.  He was a former Vice President at Royal Caribbean Cruise Lines and was the company’s first black 
executive officer. 
 
From an early age, his humility and sense of humor earned him much love and admiration.  When Rick was elected President of 
his first grade class, he commented, “Well, SOMEBODY had to be president…”  He went on to become the first African-American 
president of the student body at Old Dominion University in Norfolk, VA, a predominantly white university.  Even in getting an 
education, Rick embraced his spiritual roots, creating the Ebony Impact Gospel Choir, which still exists at ODU today.  Rick gradu-
ated ODU with a B.A. in Marketing and Speech Communications.  He was an alumnus of the master's program at Pepperdine 
University.  His legacy will live on in the good works and many contributions he made through service to organizations like Big 
Brothers Big Sisters of Greater Miami, where he served as a member of the agency’s board of directors for the past 12 years.  In 
that role, he chaired major fundraising events, led initiatives to recruit mentors as a founder of the agency’s Black Men’s Adviso-
ry Council, and tirelessly challenged the leadership team to grow and serve more children.  In addition to his nuclear family, Rick 
will be greatly missed by his Little Brother of 11 years, Joe.  Rick was a member of Alpha Phi Alpha and was involved with other 
charitable organizations including YMCA, WOTCC Youth for Christ, Fair Ways for Youth, and AMI Kids. 
 
He is survived by his six siblings:  William Thomas Adams (Danville, VA), Hazel Adams Hairston (Eden, NC), David Eugene Adams 
(Danville, VA), Alfred Gordon Adams (Austin, TX), Charlotte Adams Keen (Ashburn, VA) and Lena Adams Townes (Raleigh, NC) as 
well as a host of nieces and nephews too numerous to list, each of whom he treated as if they were his “one and only.”  Rick also 
leaves his Aunt Myrtle Stone Adams (Cascade, VA), who had the same ‘spanking’ privileges as his own mother.  Rick’s godpar-
ents, Bishop Alphonso Brooks (Washington, DC), Mrs. Bertha Simon (Washington, DC) and Mr. and Mrs. Burnes Williams 
(Cascade, VA) are all honored to have called him their son. 
 
Rick’s first grade teacher never succeeded in getting him to be quiet.  As life would have it, Rick never stopped talking--and that 
was good.  He was constantly invited by corporations, charities, churches, universities, and his own peers to be the keynote 
speaker at events. 
 
Rick may have stopped talking on September 9, 2011, but he will continue to speak through the echoic voice he has left in the 
hearts and minds of the millions of lives he touched. 

In Memory  
of  
 

òThe Giveró 
Richard Timothy òRickó Adams 

December 15, 1958 ð September 9, 2011  

The following churches submitted annual reports at the 

convocation in July: 

Abundant Life WOTCC  Jerusalem WOTCC 
Atlanta Metro WOTCC  Lighthouse WOTCC 
Bethel WOTCC   Living Waters WOTCC 
City of Refuge WOTCC  Miracle WOTCC 
Evangelistic Temple WOTCC New Beginning WOTCC 
Faith Tabernacle WOTCC  Philadelphia WOTCC 
Gates of Praise WOTCC  Refuge WOTCC 
Greater Ransom WOTCC  Shiloh WOTCC 

Stand for Christ WOTCC 
Tried WOTCC 
Triumph WOTCC 
If you did not submit your annual report and 
fees, you can still do so.  It is a very important 
contribution as it allows the NYFC to impact 
the lives of youth, not only financially, but 
when you share your local accomplishments, 
it encourages other churches to venture down 
new avenues of witnessing and drawing young 
people to Christ. 

NATIONAL YOUTH FOR CHRIST ANNUAL REPORTS 
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Put on the whole armour of God.  Ephesians 6:11  

We Are at War (James Hall and Worship & Praise) 

 

For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principali-
ties, powers, the rulers of darkness.  Though we walk in the 
flesh… 
 
Sopranos: 
We are not at war with flesh 
Altos/Tenors: 
We are not at war with flesh 
 
For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but they're 
mighty through God to the pulling down of strongholds. 
 
Woe, we are at war, war. 
We are at war, war. 
We are at war, war. 
 
Bridge: 
We've got to fight even though we may cry, because we got to 
tear the kingdom of Satan down, tear it down. 
 
Tenors: 
We've got to fight even though we may have to cry. 
 
Altos: 
Fight on, we are at war. 
 
Sopranos: 
Fighting, we're fighting, we are in a war. 
 
Vamp 1: 
Fight on, ready for warfare.  Fight on, we are at war. 
 
Vamp 2: 
We are at war 
 
Vamp 3: 
War, war, war, we are at war. 

National Youth for Christ of the Way of the Cross Church of Christ, International 

Bro. Dexter Dodson 
Shiloh WOTCC - Martinsville, VA  
 
Sis. Joy Miller 
Gates of Praise WOTCC - Hampton, VA  
 
Bro. Shamar Smalls 
Refuge WOTCC - Baltimore, MD  
 
Bro. Bennett Gamble, Jr.  
New Beginning WOTCC - Washington, DC  
 
Bro. Marvin Goodley 
Miracle WOTCC - Cameron, SC  
 
Sis. Victoria Clements 
Jerusalem WOTCC - Rocky Mount, VA  
 
Sis. Asia Mason 
City of Refuge WOTCC - Richmond, VA  
 
Bro. Leonard Harris 
Bethel WOTCC - Huntingtown, MD  
 
Bro. Carlos Simon 
Galilee WOTCC - Atlanta, GA  
 
Min. Latif Timmons 
St. Peter WOTCC - Andrews, SC  
 
Sis. Moneka Davis 
Living Waters WOTCC - Newport News, VA 
  
Bro. Allen Atkins 
Greater New Hope Saint Paul WOTCC - Orangeburg, SC 
  
Sis. Jordonna Frazier 
Christ Church WOTCC - Cheverly, MD  
 
Bro. Stevie Dukes, Jr.  
Lighthouse WOTCC - Florence, SC 

2011 NATIONAL YOUTH FOR CHRIST 

AMBASSADOR AWARD RECIPIENTS 

SPECIAL THANKS: 

Thank God for each of you and your contribution to this 

national publication:  Eld. Travell Travis, Sis. Phyllis Hair-

ston, Sis. Anita Hairston, Sis. Lavatry Pickard, and Sis. 

Hazel Hairston.  God has blessed us to come together to 

receive strength and to equip us with the necessary 

weapons to answer the commission to fight.  He has 

given us permission to fight the good fight of faith and 

to conquer the enemy.  Even so, the battle is already 

won!  We are already victorious in the name of Jesus!  

Sis. Keevie W. Hairston 

Editor 

The Messenger 

276.252.2430 Cell 

540.204.4207 Home 

wotcmessenger@cox.net 

keeviehairston@cox.net 


